
Interpreting Song Lyrics with an Audio-Informed 

Pre-trained Language Model
Yixiao Zhang1 Junyan Jiang2,3 Gus Xia2,3 Simon Dixon1

1Centre for Digital Music, Queen Mary University of London
2Music X Lab, NYU Shanghai       3MBZUAI

Highlights

Task Description

Song Interpretation Dataset

BART-fusion model

Results

Generation example

Contact

Selected references

Acknowledgement
Yixiao Zhang

yixiao.zhang@qmul.ac.uk
Paper Code Demo Dataset

          

              

          

   

           

          

          

              

          

   

          

  

          

                     

   

          

                

              

          

   

          

          

                

   

          

      

       

    

                    

                                                                       

          

        

          

        

                                     

Lyrics encoder Audio encoder

Representation fusion

Music4All Dataset

Songmeanings.com

alignment
Song Interpretation Dataset

audio lyrics interpre-
tations

Data source

Data Size

Data Preprocessing

◆ 27,834 songs, around 490,000 interpretations; 

◆   v      v             : R  k,    ,      ,    k, …

◆ We present a novel model, BART-fusion, which is the 

first multimodal generative model for lyric interpretation;

◆ We find that audio representation integration can 

improve the performance of lyric interpretation models

on both the interpretation task and the retrieval task;

◆ We contribute a large-scale multimodal dataset, Song 

Interpretation Dataset, which contains paired audio, 

lyrics, and lyric interpretations. It is the first large-scale 

open-source dataset for lyric interpretation task.

◆ We remove overly short interpretations;

◆ We design a voting-based filtering mechanism to 

improve data quality.

I think this song is about a girl who is in love with a guy but she is afraid 

to tell him because she doesn't want to ruin the friendship. In the first verse 

she is talking about how she can't find a way to describe how she feels and 

how she wishes it would just go away. The second verse is about how the 

guy is telling her how he feels but she isn't sure if he really feels the same 

way. The chorus isher saying how she is confused about what to say and 

how to tell the guy. "I'm unable, come and take me away" means that she is 

unable to tell her feelings and she is trying to get the guy out of her head. 

The last verse is her telling the guy that she feels like she is going nowhere 

in her life, and she just wants him to take her away from all of this. That's 

just my take on it. I can totally relate to this song. It's a very powerful song.
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Avril Lavigne -Take Me Away
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